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AHEPA Montreal raises $47,000 for JGH’s neo-natal ICU
‘Burlesque’ inspired this year’s Valentine-themed décor

The Neo Natal Intensive Care Unit at 
the Jewish General Hospital was the bene-
ficiary of proceeds raised during AHEPA 
Montreal’s 15th annual Saint Valentine’s 
Ball held on Sat. Feb. 15 at Laval’s Château 
Royal reception centre. A cheque for $47,000 
was presented during the evening to officials 
from the JGH for the neo-natal unit which 
provides special medical care to premature 
or sick newborns.

For children’s causes
Each year, the Montreal chapter of the 

American Hellenic Educational Progressive 
Association (AHEPA) holds the ball to 
benefit a different Montreal-area children’s 
cause. To date, the event has raised $620,000. 
Institutions that have benefited from the ball 
include the Shriners Hospital for Children, 
the Montreal Children’s Hospital, St. Justine 
Hospital, the Children’s Wish Foundation 

and the Giant Steps school for autism spec-
trum disorders.

The Valentine-inspired décor at this year’s 
ball – featuring massive white candelab-
ras, large multicolored feathers and crim-
son drapes – was inspired by the recent 
“burlesque” craze. George Vassilas, presi-
dent of AHEPA Canada, said in an interview 
that the local Hellenic community is being 
well-served by the organization’s Montreal 
chapter.

Youth getting involved
George Meletakos, who is secretary on the 

AHEPA Montreal board and also a leader 
among the chapter’s younger members, 
said in an interview that he enjoys “giving 
back” to the Hellenic community, while 
helping to draw more young Greeks into a 
community-centred cause. He said AHEPA 
Montreal’s youthful members are helping to 
renew the chapter by introducing innova-
tive communication tools like social media 
which “are expanding AHEPA’s horizons.”

Among the evening’s raffle prizes were 
merchandise items valued from $300 to 
$500, as well as a grand prize worth $5,000 – 
a trip to Barbados for two, airfare and Hilton 
hotel accommodation included. Joanne 
Saltas, Grand President of the Daughters 
of Penelope, made a trip to snow-bound 
Montreal for the Valentine’s Ball from her 
home in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Support from Sklavounos
Among the evening’s guests was Laurier-

Dorion Liberal MNA Gerry Sklavounos. In 
an interview, he praised AHEPA Montreal’s 
charitable work. “I have supported AHEPA 
as long as I’ve been in office, especially 
when the event supports a cause like the 
one this evening which is so important,” 
said Sklavounos.

“I have an 18-month-old son and I so I 
can imagine the stress and anxiety that some 
parents can go through when they have a 
premature child. Anything that can be done 
by AHEPA for the JGH and newborns that 

are premature or who have other compli-
cations is an excellent cause and I’m very 
happy to be here.”

New neo-natal incubators
Dr. Apostolos Papageorgiou, the chief 

of pediatrics and neonatology at the JGH, 
said in a message in the evening’s published 
program that the money raised by the Saint 
Valentine’s Ball will go towards the purchase 
of GE Healthcare Giraffe incubators, which 
are regarded as the most multi-functional 
and technologically advanced in neo-natal 
medicine.

AHEPA was first established in Canada 
in 1928, six years after first emerging in 
the U.S. to protect Greek Americans from 
prejudice and discrimination which were 
rampant at the time. AHEPA maintains that 
it is the largest and oldest Greek association 
in the world with 523 chapters all over the 
globe. AHEPA Canada now has chapters in 
14 cities across the country.

Members of the AHEPA Montreal board gather with officials of the Jewish General Hospital on stage at the Château Royal in Laval on Sat. Feb. 15 to reveal the amount raised at 
this year’s Saint Valentine’s Ball for the JGH’s Neo Natal Intensive Care Unit – $47,000.

Ma r t i n C. Ba r ry

Georgia Tridimas, president of the local chapter of the Daughters of 
Penelope, and Peter Scoufaras, president of AHEPA Montreal, served 
as hosts for part of the evening.

The décor at the 15th annual Montreal AHEPA Saint Valentine’s Ball, 
featuring white candelabras, large multicolored feathers and crimson 
drapes, was inspired by the current  craze for “burlesque.”

In keeping with the romance of Valentine’s Day, the dance floor was busy 
at AHEPA Montreal’s 15th annual fundraising ball.
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